How to find eco-friendly building materials

A brief overview of eco-labels

At home, the health of your family takes the highest prio-
rity. When you design and furnish your home, you are well
advised to watch out for eco-labels and quality seals. Only
then can you be sure to live in a healthy, environmental-
ly friendly home free of harmful substances. Solvent-free
primers and flooring adhesives, for example, can be easily
identified by the EMICODE® eco-label.

The majority of Germans want to live in a healthy living environ-
ment. For 73 percent, consideration of their own living health and
that of their children plays a major role. This is the result of a You-
Gov survey conducted for the wholesaler MEGA eG. But only one
in three people were aware that there exist health and environ-
mental labels for building materials. As a matter of fact, there are
not only quality labels for food or technical products, but also for
building and accommodation products. With the help of labels
like EMICODE®, consumers can directly identify products that are
environmentally friendly and safe for their health. Here a brief
overview to find your way in the jungle of labels.

If you want to buy organic food, you will definitely look out for
organic labels from the EU or Germany. When looking for wood
from sustainable forestry, the FSC certificate granted by the Fo-
rest Stewardship Council is a helpful indicator. But there are also
various quality seals for floor coverings and the required installa-
tion materials which can serve as a guide to pollution-free living.
The Blue Angel is one of the oldest. It has been in existence since
1978, but has been used for floor coverings and associated buil-
ding materials only since 2003. For more than 20 years, GEV EMI-
CODE® has been testing and certifying sustainable, health and
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environmentally compatible building and installation products
like floor coverings, adhesives, sealants, primers, fillers and ot-
hers. It thus covers a wider range of products. The EMICODE® EC1
seal can be found on over 6,000 products. Before being granted
the quality seal, the products are tested by independent labora-
tories. Regular unannounced spot checks ensure their long-term
compliance with the quality standard. Consumers can therefore
be sure that products with the EC1 seal meet the highest indoor
airrequirements.

For more than 20 years, the Institute for Biologically Sound Cons-
truction Rosenheim has been awarding an IBR seal of approval
to floor coverings that promote a healthy living environment.
More than 300 international products and production processes
have already been tested and been granted the IBR seal. The EU
Flower, established in 1992 by the European Commission, is a
European eco-label for consumer goods of high environmental
compatibility and low health impact. It is also found on floor co-
verings, especially tiles, and other building materials.

GuT stands for the Association of Environmentally Friendly Car-
pets and tests exclusively carpets for their content of harmful
substances. The tests also include criteria like manufacturing
conditions and recyclability. Since 2002, the eco-label Natureplus
can be found on textile floor coverings and natural building ma-
terials. The label's primary aim is to help consumers choose sus-
tainable, eco-friendly products in the construction sector. Natur-
eplus-certified products must meet exacting criteria, formulated
by independent expert committees and monitored by accredited
assessmentinstitutes.

In brief: If you pay attention to quality labels when choosing pro-
ducts for your home, you can be sure to enjoy a healthy home
and unpolluted indoor air. The EMICODE® seal in particular helps
you identify low-emission floor coverings and materials required
for their installation.

More information about the EMICODE®
can be found at: www.emicode.com
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Only products complying with the most stringent emission limits are awarded the EMICODE®
label. Manufacturers must undertake to produce these products according to high quality
standards and subject to strict monitoring to fulfil the EMICODE® requirements at all times. To
ensure maximum reliability of the emission values claimed by the manufacturers, the products
are reqularly submitted to random spot checks by independent, internationally recognized
testing institutes. The EMICODE® label is currently used in up to 20 languages. The GEV (Gemein-
schaft emissionskontrollierte Verlegewerkstoffe, Klebstoffe und Bauprodukte e.V.) in Diisseldorf
has been responsible for EMICODE®since 1997. Contact: info@emicode.com
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