Luxury vinyl flooring conquers the bathroom

Harmonious look paired with healthy indoor climate

Warmto the feet, soft and easy to clean - thanks to its many ad-
vantages, vinyl flooring is also suitable for use in bathrooms.
The great variety of different colors, formats and textures
offers residents exceptional freedom of design. Although vi-
nyl-covered floors are insensitive to water, careful sealing is
necessary in the bathroom. This is best done by a professional
floorer so that there is no risk of later damage. And if EMICO-
DE®-certified products are used, residents can be sure to enjoy
a healthy bathroom climate.

For decades, tiles have been the standard material for use on ba-
throom floors. Today‘s bathrooms, however, are no longer a me-
rely functional space, but rather an integral design element of the
house or flat. With a soft, warm floor under your feet instead of
hard, cold tiles, the bathroom can easily become an oasis of well-
being. For this reason, luxury vinyl flooring has increasingly found
its way into the bathroom - both on walls and floors. No problem
- aslong as the substrate has been expertly sealed. EMICODE®-cer-
tified products help you ensure a healthy indoor climate.

It's not surprising that ,design flooring” (which means luxury vinyl
tiles or LVTs) is becoming increasingly popular. These resilient floor
coverings are available in stylish looks with a large choice of colors
and surface textures. ,Design flooring® can faithfully reproduce the
look of real wood, concrete, natural stone or tiles. The result is de-
ceptively real so that it is often almost indistinguishable from the
original. A harmonious look can be created without any joints. At
the same time, vinyl flooring is hard-wearing and retains its many
advantages for a long time - even in wet rooms.

Modern vinyl is not only extremely robust, resilient and hard-wea-
ring, but also provides asoft feeling underfoot and is therefore gent-
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le on the joints. Ideally, it should be firmly bonded over the entire
surface so that it can't shift. In addition, it offers pleasant warmth
underfoot - a surprising contrast to the ,cold look* of materials
such as natural stone or tiles which it can imitate. Moisture can do
no harm to vinyl flooring: it is therefore easy to clean and can even
be wet-wiped. Its insensitivity to moisture is one of the reasons
why vinyl flooring is particularly suitable for use in bathrooms and
showers - on condition that it has been carefully sealed.

Water must not be allowed to penetrate under and behind bath-
tubs orshower trays. Thisis what DIN 18534, the new waterproofing
standard forinterior applications, stipulates since 2017. Permanent
waterproofing is mandatory so that the bathroom can be used wit-
hout any problems for up to 25 years. However, the application of
silicone sealants alone, especially at corners and junctions, is not
sufficient. In addition, special edge sealing tapes or full-surface wa-
terproofing under and behind the bathtub are required.

To install vinyl flooring in the splash water area of the bathroom or
in the shower, it is necessary to take the requirements of DIN 18534
into account. Itis therefore advisable to leave the expert waterpro-
ofing and installation of flooring to a professional floorer. He knows
exactly where and how to seal in order to prevent later damage.
Apart from the proper sealing work, also expert preparation of the
substrate and application of a primer are of key importance.

If you already have tiles installed in the bathroom, you do not need
to remove them. When properly done - preferably by a professio-
nal craftsman - vinyl tiles can be simply glued on top of existing
tiles thanks to their low installation height.

Priming and waterproofing is best done with products that car-
ry the EMICODE® seal. For more than 20 years now, the eco-label
stands for products that have been tested and certified to be par-
ticularly low in emissions. Only products that are free of solvents
and other harmful substances are allowed to carry the EMICODE®
EC1 seal on their packaging. This ensures that there are no negati-
ve effects on the residents‘ health.

More information about the EMICODE®
can be found at: www.emicode.com
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Only products complying with the most stringent emission limits are awarded the EMICODE®
label. Manufacturers must undertake to produce these products according to high quality
standards and subject to strict monitoring to fulfil the EMICODE® requirements at all times. To
ensure maximum reliability of the emission values claimed by the manufacturers, the products
are reqularly submitted to random spot checks by independent, internationally recognized
testing institutes. The EMICODE® label is currently used in up to 20 languages. The GEV (Gemein-
schaft emissionskontrollierte Verlegewerkstoffe, Klebstoffe und Bauprodukte e.V.) in Diisseldorf
has been responsible for EMICODE®since 1997. Contact: info@emicode.com
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