How to seal bathrooms effectively against moisture

Give water no chance

Splish splash - dog grooming without fear of flooding. The
bathroom is the area with the highest exposure to moisture.
To prevent water from penetrating under or behind the
bathtub and along the wall/floor junctions, it must be sea-
led very carefully. This work requires a lot of knowhow. It‘s
therefore best to have it done by a craftsman. The neces-
sary waterproofing products should carry the EMICODE®
eco-label, thus ensuring that the residents® health is not
affected.

The devil is in the details, they say. This is especially true for
bathrooms with their particularly high exposure to moisture.
If they are not properly sealed, major damage can result. Even
small holes or cracks in the joints are sufficient to allow the
penetration of moisture and promote mold growth - whether
between thetiles oralongthe wall/floor junctions. The necessa-
ry sealing work should only be done by professional craftsmen.

It goes with the territory that wet areas like bathrooms are ex-
posed to high amounts of water. And where there is such a lot of
water, precautions must be taken to prevent it from penetrating
walls or floors. If these surfaces are expertly sealed, they will be
protected against moisture attack for many years. The most
critical areas are the transitions between shower or bathtub
and wall or floor, because these are the places where the wa-
ter pools. That's why the craftsman needs to waterproof these
areas with utmost care in order to prevent costly damage.

It‘s above all the areas under and behind the bathtub or shower
that must be protected against the ingress of water. Thisis stipu-
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lated by DIN 18534, the new waterproofing standard for indoor
applications (valid since July 2017). To prevent damage, the ba-
throom must be expertly waterproofed in such a way that it can
be used for 20 to 25 years without any problems. The applica-
tion of silicone joint sealants at corners and junctions is not suf-
ficient. Special products like edge sealing tapes or full-surface
waterproofing under and behind the bathtub are necessary.

In general, the waterproofed area should be extended by 20 cm
above the shower area and by up to 20 cm beyond the expected
splash water area. As a matter of fact, this kind of work requires
a lot of knowhow. To avoid the risk of later damage, it should
therefore be done by a professional craftsman. He will take
care of all the necessary steps - from expert substrate prepara-
tion and application of a priming coat all the way to the actual
waterproofing work. The expert knows best where and how to
proceed in order to prevent possible water damage.

When it comes to priming and waterproofing, please make sure
that the craftsman uses products with the EMICODE® seal. For
more than 20 years now, this eco-label has been granted to buil-
ding and installation products that have been proven to be par-
ticularly low in emissions. As a result, your home is a healthier
place for living and also the environment is polluted as little as
possible. The strict EMICODE® requirements ensure a high quality
standard. Building products bearing the EC1 seal reliably
protect against moisture and are harmless to human health.

More information about the EMICODE®
can be found at: www.emicode.com

Photo: ©Jaromir Chalabala/123rf.com

Only products complying with the most stringent emission limits are awarded the EMICODE®
label. Manufacturers must undertake to produce these products according to high quality
standards and subject to strict monitoring to fulfil the EMICODE® requirements at all times. To
ensure maximum reliability of the emission values claimed by the manufacturers, the products
are reqularly submitted to random spot checks by independent, internationally recognized
testing institutes. The EMICODE® label is currently used in up to 20 languages. The GEV (Gemein-
schaft emissionskontrollierte Verlegewerkstoffe, Klebstoffe und Bauprodukte e.V.) in Diisseldorf
has been responsible for EMICODE®since 1997. Contact: info@emicode.com
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