How to avoid harmful substances

Long-lasting pleasure in parquet floors

In their own four walls, people want to feel comfortable and
at ease. Pollutants are not welcome. That‘s why parquet, a
natural product, has become such a popular flooring ma-
terial. For its installation and surface treatment, only low-
emission products should be used that ensure clean and
unpolluted indoor air. The EMICODE® seal on the packaging
can serve as a reliable guide.

You made your bed, now sleep in it. In keeping with this proverb,
Germans are now becomingincreasingly aware of how important
a healthy living environmentis for their own well-being. The latest
Baumit-Sentinel-Heinze study showed that around 90 percent
of all Germans regard the emissions from building products as
harmful to health and do not want them to enter their homes in
the first place. With respect to emissions, large surface areas like
walls and floors play a crucial role. These days, parquet is a very
popular floor covering. It's a pleasure to let your eyes ,wander*
over the unique, naturally grown structure of the wood. When
walking barefoot, wood feels pleasantly warm and soft. But how
can parquet be installed and its surface treated without materials
that contain harmful substances? And how does parquet stay be-
autiful for a long time?

Thanks to its many advantages, parquet has conquered the he-
arts and households of many people. Its natural beauty radiates
a feeling of warmth and safety but also elegance. If the parquet
elements have been bonded to the subfloor, the heat of the un-
derfloor heating can reach the surface with hardly any loss and
walking noise has no chance. Numerous patterns, intarsia (in-
lay work using different species of wood) and friezes (decorative
border elements) as well as material combinations are possib-
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le. With bonded installation, the parquet can even be installed
through several rooms without profile rails. Sanding and re-sea-
ling is easy and produces smooth surfaces. However, only low-
emission products should be used forinstallation. The EMICODE®
seal provides useful guidance.

Water-based varnishes- virtually solvent-free

Once the wooden floor has been laid, the question arises: Which
surface treatment offers long-lasting protection and healthy li-
ving at the same time? Parquet varnishes are a good choice if the
floor is subject to heavy-duty use. They are available with diffe-
rent gloss grades to suit all tastes. Water-based varnishes are par-
ticularly popular, because they contain hardly any solvents. The
very small quantity of solvent serves as an auxiliary agent which,
just like water, evaporates after application. Afterwards, only the
desired sealing coat remains. This can be easily vacuumed and
wiped with a damp cloth. Renovation is only necessary every 10
to 15 years, depending on the quality of care and sealing. The ser-
vice life of parquet floors can span several generations. It strongly
depends on the thickness of the wear layer, which can be sanded
down several times.

Low-solvent parquet varnishes are not automatically free of
harmful substances. We therefore recommended looking for sur-
face treatment products that carry the EMICODE® seal. It is well-
known to professional craftsmen and clearly visible on the packa-
ging. The label is awarded by the GEV Association for the Control
of Emissions in Products for Flooring Installation. It examines
the emission behavior of building and installation products such
as parquet adhesives and varnishes, fillers, primers, underlays
and many more. The products are tested by independent labo-
ratories based on a defined test chamber method. Regular spot
checks by neutral experts and testing institutes ensure long-term
compliance with the limit values. This is a decisive advantage of
EMICODE® over other certification systems for health and envi-
ronmental compatibility.

In this way, parquet flooring becomes a pleasant and healthy
longtime companion, which the family and their descendants will
enjoy for many years to come.

More information about the EMICODE®
can be found at: www.emicode.com
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Only products complying with the most stringent emission limits are awarded the EMICODE®
label. Manufacturers must undertake to produce these products according to high quality
standards and subject to strict monitoring to fulfil the EMICODE® requirements at all times. To
ensure maximum reliability of the emission values claimed by the manufacturers, the products
are reqularly submitted to random spot checks by independent, internationally recognized
testing institutes. The EMICODE® label is currently used in up to 20 languages. The GEV (Gemein-
schaft emissionskontrollierte Verlegewerkstoffe, Klebstoffe und Bauprodukte e.V.) in Diisseldorf
has been responsible for EMICODE®since 1997. Contact: info@emicode.com
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